
American Structurepoint is known for 
hiring top-notch architects with a knack 
for being innovative and diverse. The firm's 
internship program enables graduates to 
test-drive their careers and discover their 
dream job first hand. This focused learn-
ing-through-experience model has helped 
many interns clarify their career goals. With 
a master’s and bachelor’s degree in archi-
tecture from Ball State University, Brandon 
Hoopingarner started his career in 2005 as 
an intern for American Structurepoint in his 
hometown of Indianapolis. In 2011, he was 
hired on full time, and he now serves as de-
sign director for the Architecture Group. 

Having grown up in Indianapolis, 
Hoopingarner has witnessed the changes 
and challenges of our suburban landscape, 
transportation corridors, and architectural 
trends over the past 27 years. “I see an op-
portunity to make Indianapolis a world-class 
destination,” he says. “There’s a growing 
demand for dynamic environments, and we 
have the infrastructure for growth. I had an 
opportunity to travel to 54 cities overseas to 
research urban environments and to iden-
tify the social and physical patterns that 
helped make these cities vibrant destina-
tions. In an effort to bring our city to that 
level of prestige, I want to help make our 
city a better place to live, work, learn, and 
play. And architecture can play a critical 
role in that transformation.”

Hoopingarner’s passion for urban 

design grew from his architectural studies 
at Ball State, where he focused on the in-
tegration of buildings, streets, and public 
spaces. “We’re all in this together, and we 
have a choice in determining the future of 
our city and the future of our country,” he 
says. 

Hoopingarner is well versed in archi-
tecture theory of design and has proven 
experience working with project architects 
and project managers through the program-
ming, conceptualization, and schematic 
design and design development phases of 
architecture. His imagination and creativity 
offer clients a unique perspective through-
out the entire design process.

Hoopingarner’s diverse work flow pro-
vides him with constant challenges and op-
portunities for growth. Shortly after starting 
full time with American Structurepoint, he 
and his father, Mike, worked together with a 
project team in 2011 on a very tight budget 
to accommodate both engineers and archi-
tects to upgrade the design of the newest 
American Structurepoint architecture studio 
at 7340 Shadeland Station. The design goal 
was to encompass the identity of the groups 
housed there, while providing a healthy and 
collaborative environment for employees 
and clients. “Our new architectural office 
embodies American Structurepoint’s invest-
ment in the design process from concept 
to completion—a process injected with cre-
ativity and excitement, a process that adds 

value for our clients and the community,” 
Hoopingarner says.

In addition to preparing and manag-
ing proposals, he has assisted in develop-
ing design and graphic standards for the 
Architecture Group; enhanced the speed 
and quality of design initiatives; led inno-
vative strategies for visualizing pre-design 
pro formas; established the framework for 
professional photography; and integrated 
research into the design process.

Hoopingarner has had several note-
worthy Indiana-based projects on his plate 
recently, including the Battery Innovation 
Center (BIC), various assisted living and re-
habilitation facilities, and the Lawrenceburg 
Event Center. In the last year alone, ac-
cording to Practice Leader Kyle St. Peter 
of American Structurepoint’s Architecture 
Group, Hoopingarner has been responsible 
for designing buildings in multiple cities 
that total over $100 million in construction 
value. 

The BIC is a customer-driven single 
point of access for battery research, de-
velopment, testing and commercializa-
tion (www.bicindiana.com/). “During test-
ing, the lab will pull between one and two 
megawatts of energy from the power grid 
during off-peak hours and store the elec-
tricity in battery cells before the energy is 
returned to the grid during on-peak hours,” 
Hoopingarner says. “My role in the project 
was to help Keystone Construction Corp. 
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and the BIC evaluate their wants and needs, 
facilitate the programming of spaces, col-
laborate with our Civil Group on site design 
and orientation, and work with our design 
team and structural engineers on the inte-
rior and exterior design. Then, in coordina-
tion with our project architect, I helped carry 
that design intent through to the completion 
of the project. That’s pretty much my role on 
every project that comes across my plate. I 
help coordinate and oversee projects from 
pre-design, conceptual design, schematic 
design, and then into the early phases of 
design development before we transition to 
a project architecture team.” 

Along with his colleague, Tim Wise, 
Hoopingarner also helped a senior care 
client refine their vision to build several as-
sisted living and rehabilitation prototypes. 
“They want to redefine the area of senior 
care,” Hoopingarner says. “Our goal was 
to create quality, humane environments for 
our seniors that connect them back to the 
community.”

For the Lawrenceburg Event Center, 
Hoopingarner helped lead the schematic 
design effort in coordination with Project 
Manager Rob Bray and Architect Dan 

McCloskey. Focusing primarily on the build-
ing shell and core, Hoopingarner facilitated 
a dialogue about the past and the future of 
Lawrenceburg embodied in a monumen-
tal, curving glass portal juxtaposed against 
the historic rhythm and material of the 
city. This effort helped energize the City of 
Lawrenceburg and Hollywood Casinos and 
allowed the team to transition into design 
development.

With opportunities opening up to him 
professionally, Hoopingarner has also 
reached out to help the community. 

An associate AIA member, he hopes to 
become a licensed professional architect in 
Indiana. He is a member of the Urban Land 
Institute of Indiana’s Mentorship Program, 
which aims to positively impact the devel-
opment of the City of Indianapolis. He has 
also been an ACE mentor since 2011, in an 
effort to expand high school students’ ability 
to think out of the box and expand their hori-
zons. “We were doing an exercise where we 
asked the students to create a tree house, 
and on that tree house, they had specific 
requirements to have two walls and a ceil-
ing. We didn’t give them solutions, and they 
had a minimal palette to create this,” says 
Hoopingarner. “It was fascinating to see a 
moment of discovery when someone in the 
group bent a piece of cardboard into a tent-
like structure and asked if this form accom-
plished all the requirements. It was exciting 
to be a part of that process—breaking out 

of the mold that a ‘wall has to be a wall.’ It 
starts a dialogue with students, and I enjoy 
connecting with them. I hope to teach the 
younger generation that architecture is not 
just about plans and elevations; it’s about 
thinking about our world from a different 
perspective. Hopefully, I’ve been a voice for 
creativity in that organization.”

Not only is Hoopingarner a voice of 
creativity in the community, but he also has 
ambitions for improving the neighborhoods 
where he lives and works. “I’d like to see 
our company continue to grow and become 
a bigger community asset, branching out 
and helping our neighbors to improve the 
built environment in our own backyard,” he 
says. “In addition, I’d like to sit down with 
the visionaries of our City and help them 
dream big. My goal is to help people real-
ize they can have big ambitions, and they 
can create places people are proud of—that 
they love.”

Above all, Hoopingarner says he wants 
to educate the public on what it is architects 
really do. “Architects are problem solv-
ers that shape the viability, feasibility, and 
the desirability of the built environment,” 
he says. “Instead of a formulaic method, 
we use a design process that encourages 
creativity and discovery. We gather massive 
amounts of data in an effort to synthesize 
parameters into a sustainable solution that 
improves the economy, the environment, 
and the community.”

architecture Design Director 
brandon hoopingarner 

DREAMS BIG

"...it's about thinking 
about our world from a dif-

ferent perspective."
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