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With the ribbon cutting for the new 
Hoosier Heartland (SR 25) Segment 1a 
roundabout at the intersection of I-65 and 
SR 25 in the Crawfordsville District sched-
uled for October 24, INDOT reached out to 
the roundabout experts who worked on the 
project to assist in educating the public on 
how to drive around the roundabout and 
what to expect when it opens up. Butler 
Fairman & Seufert, who designed the 
roundabout, and american Structurepoint, 
who provided the design peer review on 
the project, teamed with INDOT to host a 
training session on September 22 at east 
Tipp Middle School in Lafayette, Indiana, 
with the goal of helping approximately 100 
Roundabout School attendees become 
more familiar with driving a roundabout.

Craig parks, american Structurepoint’s 
project development director and 
roundabout design expert, and Jeromy 
grenard, traffic services director in the 
Transportation group, provided the educa-
tional materials for the training session, as 
well as a “how to drive around this round-
about” video, which was created with as-
sistance from Jordan Lynam. 

The highlight of Roundabout School, 

however, was the smaller version of the 
roundabout that the INDOT Crawfordsville 
District maintenance staff mowed into a 
field beside the school after letting the 
grass grow for several weeks. They in-
stalled real traffic signs, and attendees 
were able to drive golf carts around the 
mock roundabout on the day of the event. 
In addition, Butler Fairman & Seufert pro-
vided activities and informational boards 
for the attendees’ children, including a 
miniature roundabout with toy cars.

although, according to parks, residents 
may have previously felt concerned about 
whether a roundabout would work at this 
location, he said the attendees were grate-
ful for the hands-on learning experience 
and left feeling more confident about the 
project. “We strive to educate the public 
in innovative ways,” parks said.

“This is a pattern of public outreach 
and education we can use for future 
projects in other communities,” added 
grenard. “Roundabout School also sets 
the INDOT Crawfordsville District apart 
and shows their commitment to the imple-
mentation of roundabouts.”

In a thank you letter to parks, grenard, 

and the entire american Structurepoint 
team, aimee Bennett and Debbie Calder 
(INDOT Crawfordsville District public 
Relations), and allen plunkett (INDOT 
Crawfordsville District Director), were ap-
preciative of their efforts for this event: 
“We wanted to personally thank you for 
all your hard work making Roundabout 
School a reality. The success of the day 
could not have been accomplished with-
out your participation.”
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