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After a fire in May 2009 consumed an iconic staple in the city of Madison, 
Indiana—the historic gold-domed bell and clock tower atop the Jefferson 
County Courthouse, built in 1854 and 1855—along with its roof and many 
other of the building’s major interior and exterior structural components, 
Jefferson County Commissioners reached out to American Structurepoint to 
provide architectural services to help restore the beloved structure as part 
of a National Historic Landmark District. In July 2011, contractors finished 
the approximately $5 million in repairs, including extensive historic pres-
ervation services. 

With the assistance of individuals from the preservation and local commu-
nities, American Structurepoint and the rest of the project team established 
a committee to review, discuss, and evaluate critical decisions that would 
need to be made in the restoration process of the Jefferson County Court-
house. Throughout the project, the team encouraged an open, inclusive, 
and collaborative process to help make critical decisions. In-depth coordi-
nation with the commissioners and the state and local historic preserva-
tion groups was required for successful completion of this project.

Without a permanent roof for months after the fire, the courthouse was at 
the mercy of the elements, including harsh rains and snow, which intro-
duced moisture to the deteriorating structure. The fire and water damaged 
the entire structure, which houses the county courtrooms, staff offices, leg-
islative offices, and judicial staff spaces. The scope of work also included 
restoration of the exterior façade, roof, cupola, interior courtrooms and 
offices, and a new relocated elevator addition, for which the project team 
was able to secure a $500,000 grant from the Indiana Office of Commu-
nity and Rural Affairs to improve access to the courthouse for people with 

disabilities. In addition to a complete forensic investigation, the project 
required mold remediation. During construction, the space received a new, 
energy-efficient heating and cooling system and a sprinkler system, as 
well as new furniture and computer systems.

Of the damages to the structure, the existing brick and wood entablature 
was heavily affected by the fire. It was also discovered that some of the 
historic wood fabric had been replaced over the years with newer, less 
durable wood. To remedy this, during the roof restoration project, sections 
of the historic entablature were salvaged and utilized as templates for the 
creation of the new entablature. Reusing the historic trim was bid as an 
alternative option to save the County money. 

Restoring the courthouse back to its original beauty, the project team un-
covered some crown molding and plaster work in the courtroom on the 
third floor, which required the team to re-create to fill in the missing pieces 
and match original features. In addition, the upper-floor windows were 
custom built with original true divided lite to replace windows that had 
been installed during a 1960s remodeling effort. The custom-built win-
dows more accurately reflect what the windows original to the building 
may have looked like.

“It was the intent of our team and the commissioners to protect the integ-
rity of the courthouse under the dire resultant conditions of the fire,” says 
American Structurepoint architect Rob Creviston. “We were charged with 
the endeavor to restore this significant public building for present and 
future generations, and we utilized all resources available to us to make 
this possible.”
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