
Madison-Milton Bridge Receives Three Awards
Carrying US 421 over the Ohio River, the more 
than 3,000-foot-long Milton-Madison Bridge 
connects the states of Indiana and Kentucky at 
Madison, Indiana, and Milton, Kentucky. To de-
crease traffic concerns and increase quality of 
life for area residents, the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet and INDOT collaborated, with sup-
port from the FHWA and a $20 million Federal 
Transportation Investment Generating Econom-
ic Recovery grant, to hire a team of experienced 
engineers to build a stronger, wider bridge in its 
place. The new $103 million steel truss Milton-
Madison Bridge will replace the deteriorating 
20-foot-wide structure, which opened in 1929, 
with a 40-foot-wide truss and road deck simi-
lar in appearance but more accommodating to 
alternative transportation methods, including 
bicycles and pedestrians. 

For its ingenuity, the Milton-Madison Bridge 
has received a 2011 National Recognition 
Award from the American Council of Engineer-
ing Companies for delivering a project solution 
that is years ahead of schedule and millions un-
der budget. The award, given to projects that 
represent exceptional achievement in engineer-

ing, will be presented in Washington, DC, on 
April 1 at the annual ACEC Engineering Excel-
lence Awards.

On March 5, the project also received an Honor 
Award from the Indiana Chapter of ACEC, and 
on February 8, the Kentucky ACEC Chapter 
named the project a Grand Award winner. 

The recent awards are based on the project’s en-
vironmental or National Environmental Policy 
Act phase, which was led by consultant Wilbur 
Smith Associates. The typical NEPA process 
for a major bridge project can take four years 
or longer, but the Milton-Madison Bridge Proj-
ect team, which included construction inspec-
tors from American Structurepoint, engineers 
from Michael Baker Jr., Inc., and designers 
from Walsh Construction, Burgess & Niple, and 
Buckland and Taylor Ltd., completed the pro-
cess in half that time using an accelerated en-
vironmental process combined with innovative 
design, contracting, and construction methods. 

The project is expected to reach completion in 
September 2012. For more information, visit 
www.MiltonMadisonBridge.com. 

Awards
Project Open Market Named ASCE Indiana’s 2011 Project of the Year
At a gala luncheon held on Wednesday, March 
23, during the annual meeting for the Indiana 
Section of the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, American Structurepoint was honored 
with the Project of the Year for the firm’s part 
in reconstructing the Washington/Ohio/Market 
Street Interchange, otherwise known as Project 
Open Market, in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Originally built in the 1970s to accommodate 
traffic around the former Market Square Arena, 
the old I-65/70 interstate ramps served as a bar-
rier between the Indianapolis near-eastside and 
the central business district. MSA’s demolishing 
in 2001 rendered the ramps unnecessary and 
provided the perfect opportunity to remedy the 
area’s flow and economic health. 

Seizing that opportunity, the City of Indianapo-
lis’ Department of Public Works selected Ameri-
can Structurepoint to develop the $22 million 
Project Open Market and spur economic growth 
along Market Street, improving pedestrian ac-
cess between the near-eastside and downtown 
Indianapolis. 

Teamwork and communication were enhanced 
through the Indiana Department of Transpor-
tation Partnering Program. Its practice enabled 

members of all project-related entities to resolve 
issues quickly and safeguard the project’s suc-
cess. The partnering team included the City of 
Indianapolis, INDOT Greenfield District, the 
Federal Highway Administration, consultants, 
contractor and subcontractors, utility compa-
nies, police and fire, CSX Railroad, and suppli-
ers. Prior to construction, team members collab-
orated on a charter outlining vital items to be 
tracked during the project. Such items included 
quality, safety, public relations, traffic control, 
environmental, conflict resolution, budgets, 
scheduling, utilities, and more. 

Partners continued to meet throughout the 
project to evaluate goals and troubleshoot any 
issues. This process improved the discussion, 
evaluation, and speed of decisions, whether 
planned or unforeseen. One example of this 
teamwork was the fast resolution of utility de-
lays. By discussing challenges facing the con-
tractor and utility companies at an early meet-
ing, solutions were adopted quickly to keep 
the project on schedule. Land acquisition for  
19 parcels was completed in 14 months, with 
condemnation awards within 28 months. The 
entire federal LPA project was completed on   
November 30, 2009. 

American Structurepoint Honored at 
ACEC Indiana Awards Banquet
Each year, ACEC Indiana recognizes outstand-
ing engineering achievements that demonstrate 
a high degree of merit and ingenuity. American 
Structurepoint received a Merit Award and two 
State Finalist awards for engineering excel-
lence from ACEC Indiana at its annual awards 
banquet, held on Saturday, March 5. The Merit 
Award was made in recognition of SR 62/Fulton 
Avenue New Interchange in Evansville, Indiana. 
In addition, State Finalist recognition was given 
for the IU Assembly Hall Reroof  in Blooming-
ton, Indiana, and the Lawrence, Indiana, 2009-
2010 SSES projects. Details of these and other 
award-winning projects may be viewed at: 
http://acecindiana.org/content/awards.htm.

From left to right: Lawrence’s Carlton Curry, Jeremy Schmitt, and 
Bob Haneline of the Environmental Group accepted State Final-
ist recognition for American Structurepoint’s involvement in the 
Lawrence, Indiana 2009-2010 Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study.

From left to right: Ali Abufares, ASCE; Imtiyaz Dalal, ASCE; Mayor 
Ballard, City of Indianapolis; Scott Singleton, Walsh Construction; 
Greg Henneke, American Structurepoint
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