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Aerial Survey Reveals Secrets of the Land
Jeff Spicer observes Ottawa farmland for Flood Mitigation Partnership

When the Northwest Ohio Flood Mitigation 
Partnership hired American Structurepoint to con-
duct an aerial survey of agricultural lands along 
the Blanchard River in Ottawa, Ohio, Jeff Spicer 
(Environmental), pictured on the cover, a Johnson 
County native admits he felt a bit nervous about 
flying in a helicopter. “The pilot (Bill Bolin) had 
removed the doors on my side, so I could’ve fallen 
right out if the seatbelt broke,” Spicer says. 

Fortunately, his flight was routine, and after 
his nerves settled, Spicer was able to use his back-
ground in natural resources and environmental 
science to survey a large amount of farmland, 
flood plains, and forested areas to see otherwise 
inaccessible sections of nearly 850 acres of land 
from the sky. 

Phase I work for the Northwest Ohio Flood 
Mitigation Partnership, officially administered 
through the Columbus branch of American Struc-
turepoint, is being led by Ron Howard (Environ-

mental), project manager, and also includes Spic-
er, Paul Johnson, LPG (Environmental) and Dustin 
Graves (Environmental), as well as other key em-
ployees, including Darcy Munroe (Sales), Jim Ko-
vacs (Environmental), Brett Lackey (Environmen-
tal), Ben Harvey (Environmental), Allison Barton 
(Environmental), Greg Myers, PE (Investigative), 
and Brian Bingham, PS (Survey). 

Covering the land in only two hours, the 
short helicopter ride saved the team much time 
and effort in lieu of walking the perimeter. Despite 
areas of crop and tree obstruction, Spicer was able 
to point out alleged “hot zones” during his flight.

“From the air, we were able to observe a few 
above-ground gasoline storage tanks and small 
areas where dumping had occurred,” Spicer says. 
“These sites may need to be cleaned up or avoided 
prior to construction of the flood project.”

Before making design decisions to build any 
levees, walls, wetlands, or other flood control 

projects in this area, the US Army Corps of En-
gineers requires surveyors such as Spicer to di-
vulge any possible areas of contamination spots 
from present or past land uses, which may need 
to undergo further soil and groundwater testing 
before projects can continue. The area of farmland 
surveyed by helicopter is only a portion of a larger 
project that includes environmental site assess-
ments for more than 400 properties, including 
residential, commercial, and industrial parcels, in 
Findlay and Ottawa, Ohio.  

American Structurepoint’s preliminary in-
vestigations of the overall flood mitigation project 
area will help in the decision making and land 
acquisition process. Spicer says he believes the 
Northwest Ohio Flood Mitigation Partnership will 
stay intact until the project is completed, which 
could take several years. 

“We were able to 
observe areas where 

dumping had occurred.”
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