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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Monday, September 19, 2011 
 

Saving an Iconic Courthouse: Jefferson County Restoration Complete 
 

MADISON, IND.—The fire that destroyed the Jefferson County Courthouse in the City of Madison, Indiana, on May 20, 2009, may 

have struck a blow to the heart of the community, but it also ignited a unified effort among its residents and their supporters to 

rebuild this beloved part of a National Historic Landmark District. 

 
With fire and water having severely damaged the Courthouse, long-term exposure to the elements threatened more damage to the 

structure, which houses county courtrooms, staff offices, legislative offices, and judicial staff spaces. Time was of the essence to 

salvage the structure and the many important court records and other documents it houses. Jefferson County Commissioners turned 

to American Structurepoint, Inc., to provide investigative/forensic services and assess the damage to the Courthouse roof and its 

other key interior and exterior structural components. A complete forensic investigation and mold remediation was necessary to 

salvage the structure, which dates back to 1854. 

 
In addition to the investigation of the site, American Structurepoint’s forensic engineers provided assistance to the Jefferson County 

Commissioners in the monetary adjustment of their insurance claim.  The forensic engineers routinely work on highly complex 

renovation and insurance related projects.  Their efforts on the courthouse renovation netted the county several hundred thousand 

dollars of additional funding for the restoration, based on the original settlement offer.  In the end, all construction activities were 

completed for a cost of approximately $6 million. 

 
The most impressive courthouse feature, its iconic cupola, had endured the most visible damage from the fire, requiring total 

removal and replacement with a new cupola to replicate the original element. American Structurepoint’s Investigative Group 

worked hard to find a solution for the most effective way to remove the damaged cupola during phase one of this project. Rather 

than bulldozing the structure, the Commissioners rehired American Structurepoint for phase two—the restoration process.  

 

“It was the intent of our team and the Commissioners to protect the integrity of the Courthouse under the dire resultant conditions 

of the fire,” says American Structurepoint Architect Rob Creviston. “We were charged with the endeavor to restore this significant 

public building for present and future generations, and we utilized all resources available to us to make this possible.” 
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With the assistance of individuals from the historic preservation community and residents from Jefferson County, American 

Structurepoint and its teaming partners, which included historic preservation consultant Architecture Trio, Inc., MEP engineer R.E. 

Dimond & Associates, Inc., and Edificio Specifications, Inc., which prepared historic and architectural specifications, ensured careful, 

precise and historically accurate improvements in the restoration process of the courthouse. Efforts by American Structurepoint and 

its partners focused on the exterior façade, roof, cupola, interior courtrooms and offices, as well as a new relocated elevator 

addition for ADA-specified access. American Structurepoint’s Architecture Group performed the design work to bring the cupola, the 

most recognizable feature of the courthouse, back to life. 

 
While restoring the Courthouse back to its original beauty, the team uncovered some crown molding and plaster work above the 

third floor ceiling, portions of which were salvaged and restored. Missing pieces were recreated to match the original features. In 

addition, the upper-floor windows were custom built with true divided lite panes to replace windows that had been installed during 

a 1960’s remodeling effort. The custom-built windows more accurately reflect what the windows original to the building may have 

looked like. Rather than replacing them, the lower windows, original to the Courthouse construction, were completely restored to 

maintain the historic fabric of these windows. Of the damages to the structure, the existing brick and wood entablature was heavily 

affected by the fire. It was also discovered that some of the historic wood fabric had been replaced over the years with newer, less 

durable wood. To remedy this, during the roof restoration project, sections of the historic entablature were salvaged and utilized as 

templates for the creation of the new entablature.  

 
In July of 2011, contractors completed the restoration of the Courthouse. The Jefferson County Courthouse was reopened to the 

public during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on August 26, 2011. And thus, the heart of a community was fully restored. 

 
"The Courthouse reflected what they hoped to do together as a civic community and what they aspired to do as a just society," said 

Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Randall Shepard, the keynote speaker during the rededication ceremony. 

 

### 
 

American Structurepoint began business in Indianapolis in 1966 and has since grown into a respected multi-discipline consulting firm recognized for 
its experienced professionals, quality work and customer service. We have offices in Indianapolis, West Lafayette, Fort Wayne, Lawrenceburg, 
Terre Haute, Evansville, Highland and South Bend, Indiana, as well as in Columbus, Ohio, and Chicago, Illinois. Engineering News-Record has 
consistently listed us as a national Top 500 Design Firm. The Indianapolis Business Journal (IBJ) named us the No. 1 largest design firm in the region 
in 2011 and the No. 5 Architecture firm in the region in 2011, and Midwest Construction magazine named us the No. 1 Indiana design firm in 2010. 
After 45 years of steady growth and with a staff of 300 experienced professionals, we offer complete consulting and comprehensive design 
services. 
 
Understanding the intricacies of fire and explosions, American Structurepoint’s certified fire investigators use modeling programs and other state-
of-the-art equipment to determine the cause and origin of such unexplained incidents. They help determine responsibility, and whenever 
necessary, they are qualified to provide testimony and serve as expert witnesses to help in litigation. Turn to American Structurepoint on first 
notice of loss by calling day or night to report a claim.  
 
At the heart of American Structurepoint's development group is the architecture practice. Working with private- and public-sector clients, the 
architects help bring projects to life with feasibility, funding, and design solutions. They manage the entire process completely, from pre-design, 
through design and construction documents, to interior design and post-occupancy evaluations. According to the Indianapolis Business Journal’s 
2011 Book of Lists, American Structurepoint is the fifth largest architectural firm in the region. 
 

 


