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Photo courtesy of Justin Carven  | Mike Paulsen, co-founder 
of Stone Soup Concrete, says Greasecar’s fuel tank (above) 
and digital gauges are “flawless.”

Mayflower Poultry owner Jim 
Gould drives 500 miles each week 
delivering fresh poultry and meats 
to Boston-area chefs and families. 
Using a diesel-fueled truck that 
gets only 10 miles per gallon, the 
Angie’s List member says he could 
no longer afford to pay up to $4  
a gallon at the pump.

To cut the costs of running 
his small business, Gould hired 
Green Grease Monkey in Brighton 
to convert his truck to run on 
vegetable oil, which he gets for free 
from two local catering companies. 
“I save $200 a week by using the 
free vegetable oil,” he says. “It’s  
a huge savings!”

Gould paid Green Grease 
Monkey owner Patrick Keaney 
$2,900 to add a second fuel tank 
to his truck, as well as a switch to 
shift between diesel and vegetable 
oil once the engine heats up. “You 
use the waste heat that the engine 

generates to heat the vegetable oil 
as fuel,” Keaney says. “When the 
car gets to a high enough tempera-
ture, the driver switches it to run 
on the oil.”

Green Grease Monkey and 
Greasecar Vegetable Fuel Systems 
in Holyoke can convert almost  
any diesel vehicle to run on vege-
table oil. It costs about $1,000 for 
a diesel passenger vehicle, such as  
a Mercedes-Benz or a Volkswagen, 
and up to $3,000 for heavy- 
duty trucks. 

Mike Paulsen, co-owner 
of Stone Soup Concrete in 
Easthampton, paid Greasecar 
$1,200 to convert his Ford pickup 

Converting vehicles
to feast on cooking oil
By Leslie Benson

“People have realized 
that vegetable oil is 

energy, not garbage.”
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© Kathy Tarantola Photography, Boston | Justin Carven 
says he’s sold more than 6,000 vegetable oil conversion 
kits since founding Greasecar in 2000.  

truck. It paid for itself after 
four months of driving, he says, 
amounting to $300 in fuel savings 
every month. “It’s also been good 
for business,” Paulsen says. “When 
customers hear we offer environ-
mentally friendly materials and 
we are going to deliver them in a 
grease truck, they hire us over the 
other guys.”

Most vegetable oil is collected 
from restaurants that use fryers  
to cook french fries and seafood. 
John Zantouliadis, co-owner of  
the historic Miss Florence Diner  
in Florence, donates used vegetable 
oil each week to Paulsen. “It saves 
us about $50 a month, since we 
don’t have to pay someone else 
to pick it up,” Zantouliadis says. 
“Every little bit counts!”

Greasecar and Green Grease 
Monkey also sell filtered vegetable 
oil for $1 below the gallon price  
of diesel. Angie’s List member 
Colin Tracy of Roxbury, who owns 
a 1985 Mercedes, purchases oil 
from Keaney. “I commute daily for 
about a half hour on grease,” Tracy 
says. “I’m not an activist by nature, 
but this is something easy and 
effective for me to do.”

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency does not regu-
late vegetable oil as an alternative 
fuel, but it says biodiesel fuel, of 
which vegetable oil is a compo-
nent, produces less toxic emissions 
than diesel fuel. Keaney claims his 
vehicles get the same gas mileage 

as diesel-fueled ones. “It’s an act  
of recycling at the most local level,” 
Keaney says. “People have realized 
that vegetable oil is energy,  
not garbage.”

Long-term effects of using 
vegetable oil as fuel are not known. 
Russel Jay Gehrke, an engineer 
who converted a Hummer stretch 
limo to run on vegetable oil and 
other fuels as an experiment for 
the Discovery Science Channel, 
says its use may lead to reduction 
in engine life. “In general, these 
systems can be seriously damaged 
by out-of-spec or contaminated 
fuel,” Gehrke says.B

bos_hyp_greenGreaseMonkey_0410.indd   59 3/4/10   11:01:21 AM


